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element in the same side as Qais al-
Khazali, and about \o- other Iraqi
security forces and protesters were

injured.
Armed wings vowed through their
Twitter platforms and telegram

to avenge officers, some of whom
were named in leaflets, saying they
were responsible for the attacks on
supporters of forces opposed to the
election results during the clashes. For
its part, the government of Mustafa
Al-Kadhimi decided to set up an
expanded commission of inquiry into
the clashes.

For its part, the government of
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi decided to set up
an expanded commission of inquiry
into the clashes. Official sources in
Baghdad revealed that the clashes
took place after hundreds of protesters
advanced to the main Green Zone gate
from the side of the suspension bridge
and tried to enter the Green Zone.
According to an Iraqi security official,
surveillance cameras showed that
the clashes began after an attempt to
break into the area by throwing stones
at the first iraqi security checkpoint
with nearby trees set on fire.

The official explained that a number
of officers were pressured by the
organizers of the protest, to convince
them not to confront the demonstrators
and allow them to enter the Green

s=odl ol [l 46

Iraq’s Election Crisis:
Open Scenarios for
Further Escalation

The results of the elections produced
three crises on the Iraqi street, the
first questioning and challenging its
results, the second targeting peaceful
protesters opposed to its results and
the third targeting the house of the
Iraqi prime minister by a dron plane,
according to the government version.
Iraq’s legislative election crisis enters
its fifth week in a row, Without any
signs of agreement to calm down or
accept the powers opposed to their
results considered to be fraudulent and
manipulative, they accuse, according
to separate statements issued in recent
days, internal and external parties
to work to exclude them from the
political scene in the next phase. On
Friday evening, there was a serious
development in the course of the
crisis After several hours of bloody
clashes near the gates of the Green
Zone between Iraqi security forces
and supporters of forces opposed to
the election results, thousands of its
members have already mobilized as
part of what it called the “Last Chance
Friday,«.

Two protesters, including the assistant
commander of the ¢Ynd Brigade
in Asaib Ahl al-Haq, abdul latif al-
Khoeldi, were killed and another
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direct fire by protesters and machine
guns and an extensive investigation is
under way into the events«.
Another version, adopted by the
factions opposed to the election results,
suggests that it was the security forces
that began the attack in an intention to
break up the sit-in and were prevented
from firing live fire and burning tents
where protesters were protesting..

Zone, but the officers refused, pointing
out that “Iraqi forces came under
direct fire by protesters and machine
guns and an extensive investigation is
under way into the events«.

Armed factions vowed through their
Twitter platforms and telegram
to avenge officers, some of whom
were named in leaflets, saying they
were responsible for the attacks on
supporters of forces opposed to the
election results during the clashes. For
its part, the government of Mustafa
Al-Kadhimi decided to set up an
expanded commission of inquiry into
the clashes.

Official sources in Baghdad revealed
that the clashes took place after
hundreds of protesters advanced to
the main Green Zone gate from the
side of the suspension bridge and tried
to enter the Green Zone. According to
an Iraqi security official, surveillance
cameras showed that the clashes
began after an attempt to break into
the area by throwing stones at the first
iraqi security checkpoint with nearby
trees set on fire.

The official explained that a number
of officers were pressured by the
organizers of the protest, to convince
them not to confront the demonstrators
and allow them to enter the Green
Zone, but the officers refused, pointing
out that “Iraqi forces came under
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